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6.0.1 The Courtesan
6.0.1 ganikasuttam

1. Thus was heard by me. At one time the Auspicious
One was dwelling at Rajagaha in the Bamboo Grove, at
the Squirrels’ Feeding Place. At that time in Rajagaha,
two gangs, being enamoured of a certain courtesan, their
minds bound to her, became quarrelsome, disputatious
and contentious. Intent on attacking one another, they
attacked with clods of earth, and they attacked with
sticks, and they attacked with swords, and there they
met with death and pain just [like] death.

evam me sutam: ekam samayam bhagava rajagahe vi-
harati, veluvane kalandakanivape. tena kho pana sa-
mayena rajagahe dve puga afihatarissa ganikaya sa-
ratta honti patibaddhacitta'. bhandanajata kalahajata
vivadapanna anfiamannam panihipi upakkamanti, led-
duhipi upakkamanti dandehipi upakkamanti, satthe-
hipi upakkamanti. te tattha maranampi nigacchanti,
maranamattampi dukkham.

2. It so happened that many bhikkhus, having dressed
in the morning time, having taken bowl and robe, en-
tered Rajagaha for alms gathering. Having wandered in
Rajagaha for alms gathering, after the meal, when they
had gone back after alms gathering, by which way the
Auspicious One was, by that way they approached. Hav-

' patibandhacittatipi atthifff
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ing approached the Auspicious One, having paid their
respects, they sat down to one side. Having sat on one
side, those bhikkhus did say this to the Auspicious One:
Here Bhante, at Rajagaha, two gangs, being enamoured
of a courtesan, their minds bound to her, became quarrel-
some, disputatious and contentious. Intent on attacking
one another, they attacked with clods of earth, and they
attacked with sticks, and they attacked with swords, and
there they met with death and pain just [like] death.

atha kho sambahula bhikkht pubbanhasamayam niva-
setva pattacivaramadaya rajagaham pindaya pavisim-
su. rajagahe pindaya caritva pacchabhattam pindapa-
tapatikkanta yena bhagava tenupasankamimsu. upa-
sankamitva bhagavantam abhivadetva ekamantam ni-
sidimsu. ekamantam nisinna kho te bhikkhu bhaga-
vantam etadavocum: idha bhante rajagahe dve puga
annatarissa ganikaya saratta patibaddhacitta bhanda-
najata kalahajata vivadapanna afilfamannam panihipi
upakkamanti, ledduhipi upakkamanti, dandehipi upak-
kamanti, satthehipi upakkamanti, te tattha maranam-
pi nigacchanti, maranamattampi dukkhanti.

3. Then the Auspicious One, having ascertained this
matter, at that time uttered this inspired utterance:

atha kho bhagava etamattha viditva tayam velayam
imam udanam udanesi:

bjt page 274]}
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That which is attained and that which is to be
attained,

both these are strewn with stain for the one
training in accordance with the afflicted.

yafica pattam yafica pattabbam,
ubayametam rajanukinnam aturassanusikkha-
to.

Those for whom the training rules are the
essence,

virtue and [religious] obligations, life of celibacy,
and service as the essence,

this is one extreme.

ye ca sikkhasara,
silabbatajivitabrahmacariyaupatthanasara,
ayameko anto.

And those who say this: ’there is no fault in
sensual pleasures’,
this is the second extreme.

ye ca evamvadino: 'natthi kamesu doso'ti
ayam dutiyo anto.

Thus both these extremes swell the cemeteries,

And the cemeteries keep wrong view in mo-
tion.
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