0.0.1 The sheaf of barley

1. Suppose O bhikkhus, that a sheaf of barley were to
be laid down at the crossroads. Then six men would
come with flail in hand. They would strike that sheaf
of barley with the six flails. Thus indeed, O bhikkhus,
that sheaf of barley would be well-beaten, being struck
with the six flails. Then a seventh man would come with
flail in hand. He would strike that sheaf of barley with
the seventh flail. Thus indeed O bhikkhus, that sheaf
of barley would be even more thoroughly well-beaten,
being struck with the seventh flail.

2. So too, O bhikkhus, the Dhamma-deaf puthujjana
is struck in the eye with agreeable and disagreeable
forms, struck in the ear with agreeable and disagree-
able sounds, struck in the nose with agreeable and dis-
agreeable aromas, struck in the tongue with agreeable
and disagreeable flavors, struck in the body with agree-
able and disagreeable tangibles, struck in the mind with
agreeable and disagreeable dhammas. If, O bhikkhus,
that Dhamma-deaf puthujjana is intent on a future re-
newal of being, then indeed, O bhikkhus, that empty
man is more thoroughly well-beaten, just as, O bhikkhus,
that sheaf of barley, having been even more thoroughly
well-beaten, being struck with the seventh flail.

3. Once upon a time, O bhikkhus, the devas and the
asuras were arrayed for a battle. Then, O bhikkhus,



Vepacitti, the ruler of the asuras, addressed the asuras:
“If dear sirs, in this imminent battle between the devas
and the asuras, should the asuras be victorious and the
devas defeated, having bound Sakka, ruler of the devas,
with the neck-as-the-fifth bondage, you must bring him
to my presence in the city of the asuras.” Sakka too, O
bhikkhus, the ruler of the devas addressed the Tavatimsa
devas: “If dear sirs, in this imminent battle between the
devas and the asuras, should the devas be victorious
and the asuras defeated, having bound Vepacitti, ruler
of the asuras, with the neck-as-the-fifth bondage, you
must bring him to my presence in sudhamma, hall of the
devas.”

4. But in that battle, O bhikkhus, the devas were victo-
rious and the asuras were defeated. So, O bhikkhus, the
Tavatimsa devas, having bound Vepacitti, ruler of the
asuras, with the neck-as-the-fifth bondage, brought him
to the presence of Sakka, ruler of the devas, in sudhamma,
hall of the devas.

5. Just there, O bhikkhus, Vepacitti, ruler of the Asuras,
was bounded with the neck-as-the-fifth bondage. When,
O bhikkhus, it occurred to Vepacitti, ruler of the asuras,
thus: “The devas are righteous, the asuras are unrigh-
teous. Right now I go just here, to the city of the devas,”
then he perceived himself freed from the neck-as-the-
fifth bondage, causing to amuse himself, being furnished
and endowed with the five cords of celestial sensual plea-



sures. But when, O bhikkhus, it occurred to Vepacitti,
ruler of the asuras, thus: “The asuras are righteous, the
devas are unrighteous. Right now I go just there, to the
city of the asuras,” then he perceived himself bounded
with the neck-as-the-fifth bondage, deprived of the five
cords of celestial sensual pleasures.

6. So subtle, O bhikkhus, is the bondage of Vepacitti.
More subtle than that is the bondage of Mara. Conceiv-
ing, O bhikkhus, one is in the bondage of Mara. Not
conceiving, one is freed from the Evil One.

7. “I am.” O bhikkhus, this is a conceiving. “This I
am.” This is a conceiving. “Will be.” This is a conceiving.
“Will not be.” This is a conceiving. “Will be possessed of
form.” This is a conceiving. “Will be formless.” This is
a conceiving. “Will be percipient.” This is a conceiving.
“Will be non-percipient.” This is a conceiving. “Will be
neither percipient nor non-percipient.” This is a conceiv-
ing. To conceive is a disease, to conceive is a tumor,
to conceive is a dart. Therefore, O bhikkhus, “We will
dwell with a mind free from conceivings.” Thus indeed
for you, O bhikkhus, should it be trained.

8. “I am.” O bhikkhus, this is a perturbation. “This
I am.” This is a perturbation. “Will be.” This is a per-
turbation. “Will not be.” This is a perturbation. “Will
be possessed of form.” This is a perturbation. “Will be
formless.” This is a perturbation. “Will be percipient.”



This is a perturbation. “Will be non-percipient.” This
is a perturbation. “Will be neither percipient nor non-
percipient.” This is a perturbation. To be perturbed is
a disease, to be perturbed is a tumor, to be perturbed
is a dart. Therefore, O bhikkhus, “We will dwell with a
mind free from perturbations.” Thus indeed for you, O
bhikkhus, should it be trained.

9. “I am.” O bhikkhus, this is an agitation. “This I
am.” This is an agitation. “Will be.” This is an agitation.
“Will not be.” This is an agitation. “Will be possessed of
form.” This is an agitation. “Will be formless.” This is an
agitation. “Will be percipient.” This is an agitation. “Will
be non-percipient.” This is an agitation. “Will be neither
percipient nor non-percipient.” This is an agitation. To
be agitated is a disease, to be agitated is a tumor, to be
agitated is a dart. Therefore, O bhikkhus, “We will dwell
with a mind free from agitations.” Thus indeed for you,
O bhikkhus, should it be trained.

10. “I am.” O bhikkhus, this is papanca. “This I am.”
This is papanca. “Will be.” This is papanca. “Will not
be.” This is papanca. “Will be possessed of form.” This
is papanca. “Will be formless.” This is papanca. “Will be
percipient.” This is papanca. “Will be non-percipient.”
This is papanca. “Will be neither percipient nor non-
percipient.” This is papanca. Papanca is a disease, pa-
panca is a tumor, papanca is a dart. Therefore, O bhik-
khus, “We will dwell with a mind free from papanca.”



Thus indeed for you, O bhikkhus should it be trained.

11. “I am.” O bhikkhus, this is an entrenchment in con-
ceit. “This I am.” This is an entrenchment in conceit.
“Will be.” This is an entrenchment in conceit. “Will not
be.” This is an entrenchment in conceit. “Will be pos-
sessed of form.” This is an entrenchment in conceit. “Will
be formless.” This is an entrenchment in conceit. “Will
be percipient.” This is an entrenchment in conceit. “Will
be non-percipient.” This is an entrenchment in conceit.
“Will be neither percipient nor non-percipient.” This is
an entrenchment in conceit. Entrenchment in conceit is
a disease, entrenchment in conceit is a tumor, entrench-
ment in conceit is a dart. Therefore, O bhikkhus, “We will
dwell with a mind free from entrenchment in conceit.”
Thus indeed for you, O bhikkhus, should it be trained.
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