0.0.1 To Kaccanagotta

0. At Savatthi:

1. Then, the venerable Kaccanagotta visited with the
Auspicious One. Upon arrival, he bowed down to the
Auspicious One and sat down to one side. Having sat
down to one side, the venerable Kaccanagotta ever said
this to the Auspicious One: “Right view, right view,” it
is said, O Bhante. “To what extent, O Bhante, is there
really right view?”

2. Indeed, O Kaccana, the majority [view] the world
in dependence on the duality of definate existence and
non-existence. But for one who is seeing the very aris-
ing of the world with right wisdom as it has come to
be, O Kaccana, that which is the non-existence in the
world, does not come to be. For one who is seeing the
very cessation of the world with right wisdom as it has
come to be, O Kaccana, that which is the existence in
the world, does not come to be. Certainly this world, O
Kaccana, is mostly in the bondage of engagement, un-
dertaking and adherence. But such one’s mind does not
engage, does not hold, does not resolve on engagements
and undertakings, resolutions, underlying tendency to
adherence [about], “my self.” He has no perplexity, no
doubt that what arises is only suffering arising, “what
ceases is suffering ceasing.” Indeed his knowledge of this
is independent of others. It is really to that extent, O



Kaccana, that there is right view.

3. “All exists.” Indeed, O Kaccana, this is one extreme.
“All do not exist.” This is the second extreme. Not having
approached both these extremes, for you O Kaccana, the
Tathagata teaches the Dhamma by the middle. “In depen-
dence on ignorance, there are sankharas. In dependence
on sankharas, there is consciousness. In dependence on
consciousness, there is name and form. In dependence
on name and form, there is the six sense domains. In
dependence on the six sense domains, there is contact.
In dependence on contact, there is feeling. In depen-
dence on feeling, there is thirsting. In dependence on
thirsting, there is undertaking. In dependence on under-
taking, there is being. In dependence on being, there
is birth. In dependence on birth, there are old age and
death, sorrow, lamentation, physical suffering, mental
suffering and despair arise. Just so, is the arising of this
entire amassment of suffering. From the complete fading
away and cessation of this very ignorance, there is the
cessation of sankharas. From the cessation of sankharas,
there is the cessation of consciousness. From the ces-
sation of consciousness, there is the cessation of name
and form. From the cessation of name and form, there is
the cessation of six sense domains. From the cessation
of six sense domains, there is the cessation of contact.
From the cessation of contact, there is the cessation of
feeling. From the cessation of feeling, there is the cessa-
tion of thirsting. From the cessation of thirsting, there



is the cessation of undertaking. From the cessation of
undertaking, there is the cessation of being. From the
cessation of being, there is the cessation of birth. From
the cessation of birth, there is the cessation of old age
and death, sorrow, lamentation, physical suffering, men-
tal suffering and despair. Just so, is the cessation of this
entire stock of suffering.”
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