0.0.1 Angulimala

1. Thus was heard by me. At one time the Auspicious
One was dwelling at Savatthi in Jeta’s Grove, Anatha-
pindika’s Park. At that time in king Pasenadi of Kosala’s
kingdom, there was a bandit named Angulimala, who
was cruel, bloody-handed, violent, merciless towards
living beings. Villages were made decimated villages,
towns were made decimated towns, districts were made
decimated districts. He, having slayed human beings,
having cut off their fingers, wore them as garland. Then
in the morning time, the Auspicious One, having dressed,
having taken bowl and outer robe, entered Savatthi for
alms food. Having wandered in Savatthi for alms food,
after his meal, having gone back after alms gathering,
he set his dwelling place in order. Having taken bowl
and robes, he entered the main road towards the bandit
Angulimala.

2. The cowherds, shepherds, farmers, and passersby,
saw the Auspicious One entered the main road towards
the bandit Angulimala. Having seen, said this to the Aus-
picious One: “Do not, O samana, enter this path. On this
path, O samana, is there is a bandit named Angulimala
who is cruel, bloody-handed, violent, merciless towards
living beings. Villages have been made decimated vil-
lages, towns have been made decimated towns, districts
have been made decimated districts. He, having slayed
human beings, having cut off their fingers, wear them
as garland. Indeed on this path, O samana, even ten



men, even twenty men, even thirty men, even forty men,
even fifty men, having entered together on this path,
have met their death at the hands of the bandit, Anguli-
mala.” When thus was said, the Auspicious One went on
in silence.

3. Also for a second and a third time, the cowherds,
shepherds, farmers, and passersby, said this to the Aus-
picious One: “Do not, O samana, enter this path. On
this path, O samana, there is a bandit named Angulimala
who is cruel, bloody-handed, violent, merciless towards
living beings. Villages have been made decimated vil-
lages, towns have been made decimated towns, districts
have been made decimated districts. He, having slayed
human beings, having cut off their fingers, wear them as
garland. Indeed on this path, O samana, even ten men,
even twenty men, even thirty men, even forty men, even
fifty men, having entered this path together, have met
their death at the hands of the bandit, Angulimala.” Also
for a third time, the Auspicious One went on in silence.

4. The bandit Angulimala saw the Auspicious One ap-
proaching from afar. Having seen, this occurred to him:
“It is marvellous indeed, Sir. It is unprecedented indeed,
Sir. Indeed on this path, even ten men, even twenty
men, even thirty men, even forty men, even fifty men,
having entered this path together, have met their death
at my hands. But this samana comes alone without a
companion, presumably by force, I think. Why don’t I



deprive this samana of life?”

5. So then, the bandit Angulimala, having grabbed his
sword and shield, having fastened on his bow and quiver,
pursued behind, following the Auspicious One. Then the
Auspicious One fashioned such a feat of psychic power
that the bandit Angulimala going with all his strength
was not capable of catching up with the Auspicious One
going at his normal pace. Then this occurred to the
bandit Angulimala “It is marvellous indeed, Sir. It is
unprecedented indeed, Sir. Formerly I could indeed even
run up to an elephant and having attacked it, seize it. I
could even run up to a horse and having attacked it, seize
it. I could even run up to a beast and having attacked it,
seize it. But now, even though I am going with all my
strength, I am not able to catch up with this samana.” He
said this to the Auspicious One: “Stop, O samana! Stop,
O samana!” “I, O Angulimala, have stopped. You stop.”

6. It then occurred to the bandit Angulimala These
samanas, sons of the Sakyan are speakers of the truth,
admitting the truth, yet this samana, while moving has
said: “I, O Angulimala, have stopped. You stop.” What if I
were to asks this samana. So then, the bandit Angulimala
addressed the Auspicious One in verse:

“Moving, O samana, you say, I have stopped,
but you say of me standing, [I am] not standing
still;



I ask, O samana, the meaning of this,
how have you stopped, but I, not stopped?”

“I, O Angulimala, am always stopped,

having buried the rod in regard to all living
beings;

but you are unrestrained towards living beings,

that is why I have stopped, and you have not
stopped.”

Alas, after a long time, the revered great seer,

this samana has entered the great forest for
my sake;

that at long last, I too give up evil;

having heard your verse connected with the
Dhamma.

Just there the bandit threw away,
his sword and weapons off a deep precipice;
the bandit bowed down at the Well-farer’s feet,

and asked for the going forth just right there.

“The Buddha, the compassionate great seer,
the Teacher of the world with its devas;

at that time said: “Come, bhikkhu”,

just this was his becoming a bhikkhu.”



7. So then, the Auspicious One set out to Savatthi with
the venerable Angulimala as his attendant. Walking stage
by stage, they arrived at Savatthi. There, the Auspicious
One dwelled at Savatthi in Jeta’s Grove, Anathapindika’s
Park. At that time, at king Pasenadi of Kosala’s door
of the inner palace, a great multitude of people, having
gathered together, were making a great noise, a loud
noise: “O Your Majesty, the bandit named Angulimala
is in your kingdom. He is cruel, bloody-handed, violent,
merciless towards living beings. Villages have been made
decimated villages, towns have been made decimated
towns, districts have been made decimated districts. He,
having slayed human beings, having cut off their fin-
gers, wear them as garland. Put an end to him, O Your
Majesty.”

8. Then king Pasenadi of Kosala, with five hundred
horses, left Savatthi in the middle of the day, set out
for the monastery. He went as far as the vehicle would
allow. Having descended from his vehicle, proceeded
on foot to visit with the Auspicious One. Upon arrival,
having bowed down to the Auspicious One, he sat down
to one side. Having sat down to one side, the Auspicious
One said this to king Pasenadi of Kosala: “O Great King,
has the king of Magadha, Seniya Bimbisara provoked
you, or the Licchavis of Vesali, or other opposing kings?”
“No, O Bhante, the king of Magadha, Seniya Bimbisara,
has not provoked me, also not the Licchavis of Vesali,
also not any other opposing kings. There is a bandit, O



Bhante, named Angulimala in my kingdom. He is cruel,
bloody-handed, violent, merciless towards living beings.
Villages have been made decimated villages, towns have
been made decimated towns, districts have been made
decimated districts. He, having slayed human beings,
having cut off their fingers, wear them as garland. I, O
Bhante, will put an end to him.”

9. “But if you, O Great King, were to see Angulimala
having shaved off hair and beard, having put on the yel-
low robes, having gone forth from the house life into
homelessness, abstaining from killing living beings, ab-
staining from taking what is not given abstaining from
false speech, eating one meal a day, celibate, virtuous in
conduct, pleasant in habits, what would you do?” “We, O
Bhante, would bow down to him, we will rise up from our
seats for him, we would invite him to a seat, we would
also offer him robes, alms food, lodging and medicines,
provisions and necessities for the sick, and we would
arrange for him rightful protection and guard. But O
Bhante, from where will this self-control come to be for
such an immoral, evil person?” At that time, the venera-
ble Angulimala was seated not far from the Auspicious
One. So then the Auspicious One, having stretched out
his arm said this to king Pasenadi of Kosala: “This O
Great King, is Angulimala.”

10. Then for king Pasenadi of Kosala, there was just
fear, there was hair raising terror, So then the Auspicious



One having known that king Pasenadi of Kosala was
terrified, awe struck, with hair standing on end, said this
to king Pasenadi of kosala: Do not be afraid, O Great
King. Do not be afraid, O Great King. There is nothing
to fear from him. Then king Pasenadi of Kosala’s fear,
terror and trepidation subsided. Then king Pasenadi of
Kosala approached the venerable Angulimala. Having
approached, he said this to the venerable Angulimala “Is
the Master, O Bhante, Angulimala? “Yes, O great king.”
“What, O Bhante, is the Master’s father’s clan? what is
his mother’s clan?” “Gagga, O Great King, is my father’s,
Mantani is my mother’s.” O Bhante, may the Master
Gagga Mantaniputta take delight. We will be desirous to
offer the Master Gagga Mantaniputta robes, alms food,
lodging and medicines, provisions and necessities for the
sick.

11. At that time the venerable Angulimala was a forest
dweller, an alms food eater, a rag robe wearer, and triple
robe wearer. So then, the venerable Angulimala said this
to king Pasenadi of Kosala Enough O Great King. My
three robes are complete. Then king Pasenadi of Kosala
approached the Auspicious One. Upon arrival, having
bowed down to the Auspicious One, he sat down to one
side. Having sat down to one side, king Pasenadi of
Kosala said this to the Auspicious One: “It is marvellous
indeed, O Bhante. It is unprecedented indeed, O Bhante.
in so far as, O Bhante, the Auspicious One is the tamer
of the untamed, the trainer of the untrained, the helper



for fully extinguishing the unextinguished. Indeed we, O
Bhante, was unable to tame him with rods and swords.
Yet, the Auspicious One has tamed him without rod,
without sword. Well now, O Bhante, we must go, as
we have much duties, much to do.” “Now is the time, O
Great King, for you to do as you think fit.” Then king
Pasenadi of Kosala, having risen up from his seat, having
bowed down, having circumambulated the Auspicious
One, departed.

12. Then in the morning, the venerable Angulimala,
having dressed, having taken bowl and outer robe, enterd
Savatthi for alms food. The venerable Angulimala while
wandering from house to house at Savatthi for alms food,
saw a certain woman having a difficult delivery. Having
seen this, it occurred to him: “O indeed, how beings
are afflicted. O indeed, how beings are afflicted.” Then
having wandered in Savatthi for alms food, after his meal,
the venerable Angulimala, having gone back after alms
gathering, visited with the Auspicious One. Upon arrival,
he bowed down to the Auspicious One and sat down to
one side. Having sat down to one side, the venerable
Angulimala said this to the Auspicious One: Here I, O
Bhante, in the morning, having dressed, having taken
bowl and outer robe, enterd Savatthi for alms food. While
wandering from house to house at Savatthi for alms food,
I saw a certain woman having a difficult delivery. Having
seen this, it occurred to me: “O indeed, how beings are
afflicted. O indeed, how beings are afflicted.”



13. “Well now you, O Angulimala, approach that woman.
Having approached that woman, say thus: Since I was
born, O sister, I do not recall purposely depriving a living
being of life. By that truth, may you be well and may
your offspring be well.” “Surely for me, O Bhante, that
would be a deliberate lie. For indeed, O Bhante, many
living beings have been purposely deprived of life by
me.”

14. “Well then you, O Angulimala, approach that woman.
Having approached that woman, say thus: “Since I was
given a noble birth, O sister, I do not recall purposely
depriving a living being of life. By that truth, may you
be well and may your offspring be well.” “Yes, O Bhante”
, the venerable Angulimala, having replied to Auspicious
One, approached that woman. Having approached that
woman, he said thus: “Since I was given a noble birth, O
sister, I do not recall purposely depriving a living being
of life. By that truth, may you be well and may your
offspring be well.” So then, that woman became well and
her offspring also became well.

15. Then the venerable Angulimala, dwelling alone,
withdrawn, vigilant, ardent, resolute, not long entered
upon and dwelled in that unsurpassed consummation of
the life of purity for the sake of which sons of clansmen
justly and rightly go forth from the household life into
homelessness, having realized it with his own supreme
knowledge in just this very life. He understood: “De-
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stroyed is birth, lived is the life of purity, done is what
had to be done, there is nothing else for thusness.” And
the venerable Angulimala became one of the arahants.

16. Then in the morning, the venerable Angulimala,
having dressed, having taken bowl and outer robe, enterd
Savatthi for alms food. At that time, some threw stones
that landed on the venerable Angulimala’s body, others
threw sticks that landed on the venerable Angulimala’s
body, others also threw potsherd that landed on the
venerable Angulimala’s body. So then the venerable
Angulimala, with a broken bowl, with his head cut with
blood dripping, with his outer robe torn apart, visited
with the Auspicious One. The Auspicious One saw the
venerable Angulimala approaching from afar. Having
seen, he said this to the venerable Angulimala “You bear
it, O Brahmin. You bear it, O Brahmin. You, O Brahmin,
are experiencing the results of kamma in this very life
which, were it to ripen in hell, you would have roasted
for many years, for many hundreds of years, for many
thousands of years, for many hundreds of thousands of
years.” So then the venerable Angulimala, while alone
in seclusion, experiencing the happiness of liberation,
uttered this inspired utterance:

He who having been formerly negligent,
but afterwards is no longer negligent;

he enlightens this world,

just like the moon freed from the clouds.
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He whose evil kamma done,

is eclipsed by the wholesome;

he enlightens this world,

just like the moon freed from the clouds.

Indeed that young bhikkhu,

who devotes himself to the Buddha’s instruc-
tions;

he enlightens this world,

just like the moon freed from the clouds.

Indeed let my enemies listen to the Dhamma,

indeed let my enemies devote themselves to
the Buddha’s instructions;

indeed let my enemies wait on the human
beings,

the peaceful ones who lead others to accept
the Dhamma.

Indeed let my enemies hear the doctrine of
peace,

speaking in praise of harmony;

let them listen to the dhamma at the right time,

and act in conformity with that.

Indeed they will not at all harm me,

or others in any way;

having attained the highest peace,

they would protect both the frail and firm.
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Indeed irrigators guide the water,
fletchers straightern the arrow;
carpenters shape the wood,

the wise ones tame themselves.

Some tame by the rod,

by the hook pole and by the whip;
not by the rod, not by the sword,
was I tamed by the such-like one.

Non-harm was my name,
formally I was harmful;
today, I am truly named,
for I do not harm any one.

Formally I was a bandit,

the famous Angulimala;

(“|being swept away by the great flood,
I went to the Buddha as refuge.

Formally I was bloody-handed,

the famous Angulimala;

see my coming to refuge,

the conduit to been is well uprooted.

Having done much kamma,

of the kind leading to the lower worlds;
the results of kamma has reached me now,
and so I eat my food free from debt.
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They devote themselves to negligence,
the foolish ignorant population;

but the wise ones protect vigilance,
like their best treasure.

Do not devote yourself to negligence, do not
delight in sensual pleasures and inti-
macy;

indeed the vigilant one [always] meditating,
attains abundant happiness.

It was welcome, not unwelcome,
this was not badly advised for me;
among things shared,

I have arrived at the best.

It was welcome, not unwelcome,
this was not badly advised for me;

I have attained the triple knowledge,
done is the Buddha’s instructions.
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