0.0.1 The Many Elements (excerpt)

1. He understands: “This is impossible, there is no
chance in that bad bodily conduct would actualize in
what is wished for, agreeable, pleasing. This possibility
is not to be found. But this possibility is to be found,
in that bad bodily conduct would actualize in what is
unwished for, disagreeable, unpleasing. This possibility
is to be found.”

2. He understands: “This is impossible, there is no
chance in that bad verbal conduct would actualize in
what is wished for, agreeable, pleasing. This possibility
is not to be found. But this possibility is to be found,
in that bad verbal conduct would actualize in what is
unwished for, disagreeable, unpleasing. This possibility
is to be found.”

3. He understands: “This is impossible, there is no
chance in that bad mental conduct would actualize in
what is wished for, agreeable, pleasing. This possibility
is not to be found. But this possibility is to be found,
in that bad mental conduct would actualize in what is
unwished for, disagreeable, unpleasing. This possibility
is to be found.”

4. He understands: “This is impossible, there is no
chance in that good bodily conduct would actualize in
what is unwished for, disagreeable, unpleasing. This



possibility is not to be found. But this possibility is to be
found, in that good bodily conduct would actualize in
what is wished for, agreeable, pleasing. This possibility
is to be found.”

5. He understands: “This is impossible, there is no
chance in that good verbal conduct would actualize in
what is unwished for, disagreeable, unpleasing. This
possibility is not to be found. But this possibility is to be
found, in that good verbal conduct would actualize in
what is wished for, agreeable, pleasing. This possibility
is to be found.”

6. He understands: “This is impossible, there is no
chance in that good mental conduct would actualize
in what is unwished for, disagreeable, unpleasing. This
possibility is not to be found. But this possibility is to be
found, in that good mental conduct would actualize in
what is wished for, agreeable, pleasing. This possibility
is to be found.”

7. He understands: “This is impossible, there is no
chance in that one endowed with bad bodily conduct,
with that as its source, in dependence on that, would
arise in a happy destination, a heavenly world, with the
breakup of the body, after death. This possibility is not to
be found. But this possibility is to be found, in that one
endowed with bad bodily conduct, with that as its source,
in dependence on that, would arise in the lower worlds,



unhappy destination, the woeful plane, in hell, with the
breakup of the body, after death. This possibility is to
be found.”

8. He understands: “This is impossible, there is no
chance in that one endowed with bad verbal conduct,
with that as its source, in dependence on that, would
arise in a happy destination, a heavenly world, with the
breakup of the body, after death. This possibility is not to
be found. But this possibility is to be found, in that one
endowed with bad verbal conduct, with that as its source,
in dependence on that, would arise in the lower worlds,
unhappy destination, the woeful plane, in hell, with the
breakup of the body, after death. This possibility is to
be found.”

9. He understands: “This is impossible, there is no
chance in that one endowed with bad mental conduct,
with that as its source, in dependence on that, would
arise in a happy destination, a heavenly world, with the
breakup of the body, after death. This possibility is not
to be found. But this possibility is to be found, in that
one endowed with bad mental conduct, with that as its
source, in dependence on that, would arise in the lower
worlds, unhappy destination, the woeful plane, in hell,
with the breakup of the body, after death. This possibility
is to be found.”



10. He understands: “This is impossible, there is no
chance in that one endowed with good bodily conduct,
with that as its source, in dependence on that, would arise
in the lower worlds, unhappy destination, the woeful
plane, in hell, with the breakup of the body, after death.
This possibility is not to be found. But this possibility
is to be found, in that one endowed with good bodily
conduct, with that as its source, in dependence on that,
would arise in a happy destination, a heavenly world,
with the breakup of the body, after death. This possibility
is to be found.”

11. He understands: “This is impossible, there is no
chance in that one endowed with good verbal conduct,
with that as its source, in dependence on that, would arise
in the lower worlds, unhappy destination, the woeful
plane, in hell, with the breakup of the body, after death.
This possibility is not to be found. But this possibility
is to be found, in that one endowed with good verbal
conduct, with that as its source, in dependence on that,
would arise in a happy destination, a heavenly world,
with the breakup of the body, after death. This possibility
is to be found.”

12. He understands: “This is impossible, there is no
chance in that one endowed with good mental conduct,
with that as its source, in dependence on that, would arise
in the lower worlds, unhappy destination, the woeful
plane, in hell, with the breakup of the body, after death.



This possibility is not to be found. But this possibility
is to be found, in that one endowed with good mental
conduct, with that as its source, in dependence on that,
would arise in a happy destination, a heavenly world,
with the breakup of the body, after death. This possibility
is to be found.”To this extent, O Ananda, is enough for
a bhikkhu to be called skilled in the possible and the
impossible.

13. When thus was said, the venerable Ananda said this
to the Auspicious One: “It is marvellous, O Bhante. It
is unprecedented, O Bhante. What is the name of this
dhamma discourse, O Bhante?”

14. “Well then, O Ananda, you bear in mind this Dham-
ma discourse as the many elements; also bear it in mind
as the four turnings; also bear it in mind as the mirror
of the Dhamma; also bear it in mind as the drum of the
deathless; also bear it in mind as the unsurpassed victory
in battle.”

15. This is what the Auspicious One said. Delighted,
the venerable Ananda rejoiced in the Auspicious One’s
words.
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