0.0.1 To Ambattha

1. Thus was heard by me. At one time the Auspicious
One was wandering on tour in Kosala with a large Sangha
of bhikkhus, with about five hundred bhikkhus, when
they arrived at a brahmin village of the Kosalans named
Icchanangala. There the Auspicious One dwelled in the
forest thicket of Icchanangala at Icchanangala.

2. At that time the brahmin Pokkharasati was reigning
over Ukkattha, [a village] crowded with beings, with
grass, food and water, a royal possession with grain, a
gift to Brahmins, a royal gift given by king Pasenadi of
Kosala. The brahmin Pokkharasati heard: “The good
Gotama, son of the Sakyans, having gone forth from the
Sakyan clan, while wandering on tour in Kosala with
a large Sangha of bhikkhus, with about five hundred
bhikkhus, has arrived at Icchanangala and is dwelling
in the forest thicket of Icchanangala at Icchanangala.
Now a good reputation has been spread about that Auspi-
cious Gotama thus: “Truly is he the Auspicious One, the
Arahant, rightly self-awakened, excelling in knowledge
and conduct, well-farer, knower of worlds, incomparable
charioteer of tamed persons, teacher of devas and hu-
mans, awakened, auspicious.” Having realized this world
with its devas, maras and brahmas, together with the pop-
ulation of samanas and brahmanas, devas and humans,
he causes to make it known. He teaches the Dhamma
that is good in the beginning, good in the middle, good
in the end, with the right meaning and phrasing, making



known the life of purity that is utterly perfect and pure.
Now good is the sight of such arahants.”

3. At that time there was the brahmin Pokkharasati’s
pupil, the brahmin youth Ambattha, a knowledge master
of the three vedas, of the vocabularies and the rituals, of
the phonology and the etymology with the legends as the
fifth, master of the verses and the grammer, well versed
in the materialistic phylosophy and the auspicious marks
of a great man. He was accepted and acknowledged by
his own teacher with regard to the doctrine of the three
knowledges: “Of that which I know, that you know, of
that which you know, that I know.”

4. So then, the brahmin Pokkharasati addressed the
brahmin youth Ambattha: “This samana Gotama, O my
son Ambattha, son of the Sakyans, having gone forth
from the Sakyan clan, while wandering on tour in Kosala
with a large Sangha of bhikkhus, with about five hundred
bhikkhus, has arrived at Icchanangala and is dwelling
in the forest thicket of Icchanangala at Icchanangala.
Now a good reputation has been spread about that Auspi-
cious Gotama thus: “Truly is he the Auspicious One, the
Arahant, rightly self-awakened, excelling in knowledge
and conduct, well-farer, knower of worlds, incomparable
charioteer of tamed persons, teacher of devas and hu-
mans, awakened, auspicious.” Having realized this world
with its devas, maras and brahmas, together with the pop-
ulation of samanas and brahmanas, devas and humans,



he causes to make it known. He teaches the Dhamma
that is good in the beginning, good in the middle, good
in the end, with the right meaning and phrasing, making
known the life of purity that is utterly perfect and pure.
Now good is the sight of such arahants.” Come you, my
son Ambattha, visit with the samana Gotama. Having
approached the samana Gotama, find out whether the
good reputation spread about that good Gotama is really
true as reported or not true, whether the good Gotama is
just so, or whether he is not just so. In this way we will
find out about that good Gotama.”

5. “But how can I sir, find out whether the good repu-
tation spread about that good Gotama is really true as
reported or not true, whether the good Gotama is just so,
or whether he is not just so?”

6. “The thirty two auspicious marks of a great man,
O my son Ambattha, has come down in our mantras,
by which for the person endowed with those auspicious
marks, there are only two destinies, no other. If he lives
the home life, he becomes a wheel turning monarch, a
righteous king ruling by the dhamma, victorious king
of the world who has attained stability of the country,
endowed with the seven gems. That is: The wheel gem,
the elephant gem, the horse gem, the jewel gem, the
woman gem, the head of household gem, with the coun-
sellor gem as the seventh. He has more than a thousand
sons who are courageous, heroic, crushing the armies



of others. He dwells having conquered by the Dhamma
this earth bounded by the ocean without rod, without
sword. If however, he goes forth from the home life into
homelessness, then he becomes an arahant, a supremely
awakened one, who rolls back the veil in the world. But
I, O my son Ambattha, am a giver of the mantras, you are
the recipient of the mantras.” “Yes Master,” the brahmin
youth Ambattha, having replied to the brahmin Pokkha-
rasati, having risen up from his seat, having bowed down,
having circumambulated the brahmin Pokkharasati, hav-
ing mounted a mare-drawn chariot, set out to the for-
est thicket of icchanangala with many young brahmins.
Having gone as far as the ground was suitable [for vehi-
cles], having descended from the vehicle, he entered the
monastery on foot.

7. At that time many bhikkhus were walking up and
down in the open air. So then the brahmin youth Am-
battha approached those bhikkhus. Having approached,
he said this to those bhikkhus: “Where sirs, is the good
Gotama dwelling at present? Indeed we have come here
to see the good Gotama.”

8. Then this occurred to those bhikkhus: “This brah-
min youth Ambattha is of a distinguished family and a
well-known pupil of the brahmin Pokkharasati, and it is
not troublesome for the Auspicious One to hold friendly
conversation with such a son of good family.” They said
this to the brahmin youth Ambattha: It is this dwelling



with the closed door, O Ambattha. Approach it quietly
without rush, and upon arrival, having entered the veran-
dah, having cleared your throat, knock on the cross-bar.
The Auspicious One will open the door.

9. So then, the brahmin youth Ambattha, having ap-
proach the dwelling with the closed door quietly without
rush, having entered the verandah, having cleared his
throat, he knocked on the cross-bar. The Auspicious One
opened the door. The brahmin youth Ambattha entered.
The young brahmins too having entered, they exchanged
friendly greetings with the Auspicious One. Having ex-
changed friendly greetings and cordial talk, they sat
down to one side. However, the brahmin youth Am-
battha, while walking back and forth, exchanged some
friendly greetings or other with the Auspicious One being
seated. While standing too, he exchanged some friendly
greetings or other with the Auspicious One being seated.

10. Then the Auspicious One said this to the brahmin
youth Ambattha: “Is that how you, O Ambattha, ex-
changed friendly greetings with brahmins who are aged,
old men, teachers of teachers, just as you exchanged
some friendly greetings or other with me sitting while
you walk or stand?” “No indeed good Gotama. Indeed O
good Gotama, it is suitable for a brahmin while walking,
to converse with a brahmin who is walking. Indeed O
good Gotama, it is suitable for a brahmin while standing,
to converse with a brahmin who is standing. Indeed O



good Gotama, it is suitable for a brahmin while sitting, to
converse with a brahmin who is sitting. Indeed O good
Gotama, it is suitable for a brahmin while lying down,
to converse with a brahmin who is lying down. But with
those bald-headed counterfeit samana, O good Gotama,
dark out-castes, offsprings of our kinsmen’s feet, friendly
greeting are exchanged with them by me just as with the
good Gotama.”

11. “But there was a purpose, O Ambattha, for you
coming here. That very purpose for which you could
come, it is just that purpose that you should pay close
attention to. This brahmin youth Ambattha is immature
though he concieves himself to be mature. What else
could that be due to apart from immaturity.”

12. Then the brahmin youth Ambattha being called by
the word, “immature,” by the Auspicious One, angry
and displeased, really insulting the Auspicious One, re-
ally despising the Auspicious One, really criticizing the
Auspicious One, [thinking]: “The good samana Gotama
will suffer misfortune by me,” said this to the Auspicious
One: “Wild, O good Gotama, are those of Sakyan birth.”
“Rough, O good Gotama, are those of Sakyan birth.”
“Touchy, O good Gotama, are those of Sakyan birth.”
“Aggressive, O good Gotama, are those of Sakyan birth.”
“Existing as subordinates, being subordinates, they nei-
ther honor the brahmins, nor esteem the brahmins, nor
respect the brahmins, nor worship the brahmins, nor



revere the brahmins. This, O good Gotama, is not pleas-
ing, this is not proper, that these sakyans existing as
subordinates, being subordinates, they neither honor
the brahmins, nor esteem the brahmins, nor respect the
brahmins, nor worship the brahmins, nor revere the brah-
mins.” Thus indeed, this is the first [time] the brahmin
youth Ambattha denigraded the Sakyans with the word,
“subordinates.”

13. “But what, O Ambattha, did those Sakyans do wrong
against you?” At this one time, O good Gotama, I arrived
at Kapilavatthu just on some business for my teacher,
the brahmin Pokkharasati. I approached the council hall
of the Sakyans. At that time many Sakyans and Sakyan
youths were just sitting on high seats in the council hall
poking each other with their fingers, joking, playing to-
gether, I think they were most certainly only making fun
of me. No one invited me to a seat. This, O good Gotama,
is not pleasing, this is not proper, that these sakyans ex-
isting as subordinates, being subordinates, they neither
honor the brahmins, nor esteem the brahmins, nor re-
spect the brahmins, nor worship the brahmins, nor revere
the brahmins.” Thus indeed, this is the second [time] the
brahmin youth Ambattha denigraded the Sakyans with
the word, “subordinates.”

14. “Even a quail bird, O Ambattha, says whatever
she wants in her own nest. But this, O Ambattha, is
the Sakyan’s own [home], that is Kapilavatthu. It is not



worthy of the venerable Ambattha to abuse [the Sakyans]
over such a trifle.”

15. There are, O good Gotama, these four castes: the
Khattiya, the Brahmin, the Vessa and the Sudda. Of these
four caste, O good Gotama, indeed the three castes, the
Khattiyas, the Vessas and the Suddas are most certainly
simply servants of the Brahmins. This, O good Gotama,
is not pleasing, this is not proper, that these sakyans
existing as subordinates, being subordinates, they nei-
ther honor the brahmins, nor esteem the brahmins, nor
respect the brahmins, nor worship the brahmins, nor re-
vere the brahmins.” Thus indeed, this is the third [time]
the brahmin youth Ambattha denigraded the Sakyans
with the word, “subordinates.”

16. Then of the Auspicious One this occurred: “This
brahmin youth Ambattha denigrades the Sakyans too
much with the word, “subordinates.” What if I were to
ask about his clan?” So then, the Auspicious One said
this to the brahmin youth, Ambattha: “What is you clan,
O Ambattha?”

17. “I am a Kanhayana, good Gotama.”

18. “But O Ambattha, remembering the name and clan
of your maternal and paternal ancestory, the Sakyans
are the sons of the master, you are the son of a female



slave of the Sakyans. The Sakyans, O Ambattha, regard
king Okkaka as their paternal grandfather. Formally, O
Ambattha, king Okkaka wishing to divert the kingdom to
the son of his royal consort, dear and beloved, exiled the
elder princes, Ukkamukha, Karakanda, Hatthinika and
Nipura from the country. Exiled from the country, at the
bank of a pond on the slopes of the himalayan mountains,
there they made their home in a large teak grove. For fear
of contaminating their bloodline, they arranged mating
with their own sisters. So then, O Ambattha, king Okkaka
addressed a privy councellor of his assembly: “Where,
good man, are the princes at present?” There is a bank
of a pond on the slopes of the himalayan mountains,
O king. There they have made their home in a large
teak grove. For fear of contaminating their bloodline,
they arranged mating with their own sisters. So then, O
Ambattha, king Okkaka uttered and inspired utterance:
“Certainly the holding of one’s own [sakya], Sir, hold
the princes. Certainly the foremost holding of one’s own
[paramasakya], Sir, hold the princes.” Henceforth, O
Ambattha, they were known as the Sakyans. Just he was
their ancestor. But O ambattha, king Okkaka’s female
slave was named Dasi. She indeed gave birth to a black
[baby]. The black baby spoke: “Wash me mother, bathe
me mother, set me free from this filth mother, and I will
be of benefit to you.” Just as at present, O Ambattha,
humans having seen a goblin, they recognize him as
“A goblin.” So too, O Ambattha, at that time, humans
recognized goblins as “Black.” They spoke thus: this baby
speaks: “A black baby, a goblin baby.” Henceforth, O
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Ambattha, they were known as the Kanhayanas. And he
was the ancestor of the Kanhayanas. Thus, O Ambattha,
remembering the name and clan of your maternal and
paternal ancestory, the Sakyans are the sons of the master,
you are the son of a female slave of the Sakyans.”

19. When thus was said, those young brahmins said
this to the Auspicious One: “Let not the good Gotamo
disgrace the brahmin youth Ambattha too much, with
the use of the words: “The son of a female slave.” Well-
born, O good Gotama, is the brahmin youth Ambattha,
and son of a good family is the brahmin youth Ambattha,
and of great learning is the brahmin youth Ambattha,
and eloquent is the brahmin youth Ambattha, and wise
is the brahmin youth Ambattha, and the brahmin youth
Ambattha is capable of discussing this matter with the
good Gotama.”

20. Then the Auspicious One said this to those young
brahmins: “If it occurs to you, O young brahmins thus:
“Ill-born is the brahmin youth Ambattha, and not son
of a good family is the brahmin youth Ambattha, and
of little learning is the brahmin youth Ambattha, and
ineloquent is the brahmin youth Ambattha, and unwise
is the brahmin youth Ambattha, and the brahmin youth
Ambattha is not capable of discussing this matter with
the good Gotama,” then let the brahmin youth Ambattha,
stand aside, and you all discuss the matter with me. If
however, it occurs to you young brahmins thus: “Well-
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born, O good Gotama, is the brahmin youth Ambattha,
and son of a good family is the brahmin youth Ambattha,
and of great learning is brahmin youth Ambattha, and
eloquent is the brahmin youth Ambattha, and wise is the
brahmin youth Ambattha, and the brahmin youth Am-
battha is capable of discussing this matter with the good
Gotama,” then you all stand aside, and let the brahmin
youth Ambattha, discuss the matter with me.”

21. “Well-born, O good Gotama, is the brahmin youth
Ambattha, and son of a good family is the brahmin youth
Ambattha, and of great learning is the brahmin youth
Ambattha, and eloquent is the brahmin youth Ambattha,
and wise is brahmin youth Ambattha, and the brahmin
youth Ambattha is capable of discussing this matter with
the good Gotama,” We will be silent. The brahmin youth
Ambattha, is to discuss this matter with the good Go-
tama.”

22. Then the Auspicious One said this to the brahmin
youth Ambattha: “This legitimate question, O Ambattha
comes for you. Even if you do not like it, it should
be answered. If you do not answer, or respond with a
different topic, or will become silent, or go away, your
head will split into seven pieces right here. So what do
you think, O Ambattha? What have you heard said by
brahmins of old, of ancient times, teachers of teachers,
speaking about the origin of the Kanhayanas, about who
was the ancestor of the Kanhayanas?” When thus was
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said, the brahmin youth Ambattha became silent. Also
for a second time, the Auspicious One said this to the
brahmin youth Ambattha: “So what do you think, O
Ambattha? What have you heard said by brahmins of
old, of ancient times, teachers of teachers, speaking about
the origin of the Kanhayanas, about who was the ancestor
of the Kanhayanas?” Also for a second time, the brahmin
youth Ambattha became silent. So then the Auspicious
One said this to the brahmin youth Ambattha: “Answer
now, O Ambattha. Now is not the appropriate time
for your silence. He who does not answer a legitimate
question from the Tathagata, O Ambattha, up to the third
time [asking], his head will split into seven pieces right
here.”

23. On that occasion the yakkha Vajirapani taking a
huge iron hammer that was in flames, burning, blazing,
was standing in the air above the brahmin youth Ambat-
tha [thinking]: “If this brahmin youth Ambattha does
not answer a legitimate question from the Auspicious
One up to the third time [asking], I will split his head
into seven pieces right here.” But only the Auspicious
One and the brahmin youth Ambattha [could] see the
yakkha Vajirapani.

24. Then the brahmin youth Ambattha being fright-
ened, moved by fear, with hairs standing on end, seeking
shelter from the Auspicious One, seeking protection from
the Auspicious One, seeking refuge from the Auspicious
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One, sitting closer to the Auspicious One said this to the
Auspicious One: “What is it that the good Gotama said
to me? May the good Gotamo say it again?” “So what do
you think, O Ambattha? What have you heard said by
brahmins of old, of ancient times, teachers of teachers,
speaking about the origin of the Kanhayanas, about who
was the ancestor of the Kanhayanas?” “So too has been
heard by me, good Gotama, just as the good Gotama has
said. that is the origin of the Kanhayanas, and he was
the ancestor of the Kanhayanas.”

25. When thus was said those young brahmins became
noisy, making a great noise, a loud noise [saying]: “Ap-
parently, Sir, the brahmin youth Ambattha is ill-born.
Apparently, Sir, the brahmin youth Ambattha is not a
son of a good family. Apparently, Sir, the brahmin youth
Ambattha is a son of a female slave of the Sakyans. Ap-
parently, Sir, the Sakyans are the sons of the master of
the brahmin youth Ambattha. apparently the samana Go-
tama speaks just the truth, [yet] we presumed he should
be disparaged.”

26. So then of the Auspicious One this occurred: “These
young brahmins disgrace the brahmin youth ambattha
too much with the use of the words: “The son of a fe-
male slave.” What if I were to set him free.” So then
the Auspicious One said this to those young brahmins:
“Let not you young brahmins disgrace the brahmin youth
ambattha too much with the use of the words: “The
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son of a female slave.” Mighty was Kanha, the seer. He,
having gone to the southern country, having learnt by
heart the mantra of the brahmins, having approached
king Okkaka, he asked for his daughter Mattharupi in
marriage. King Okkaka [saying] Unbelievable! Who,
being just the son of my female slave, would ask for my
daughter Mattharupi in marriage.” Being angry and dis-
pleased, he drew [a bow with] a razor-tipped arrow. He
was just unable to either release that razor-tipped arrow
nor withdraw it. So then, O young brahmins, the privy
councellors of his assembly, having approached Kanha,
the seer, said this: “Let there be safety for the king, O
venerable sir. Let there be safety for the king, O venera-
ble sir. ” “There will be safety for the king. But if the king
were to release the razor-tipped arrow downwards, then
the earth will split open as far as his kingdom extends.”
“Let there be safety for the king, O venerable sir. Let
there be safety for the country, O venerable sir.” “There
will be safety for the king. There will be safety for the
country. But if the king were to release the razor-tipped
arrow upwards, then the [rain] Deva will not rain for
seven years as far as his kingdom extends.” “Let there be
safety for the king, O venerable sir. Let there be safety
for the country, O venerable sir, and let the [rain] Deva
rain.” “There will be safety for the king. There will be
safety for the country, and the [rain] Deva will rain. But
if the king were to shoot the razor-tipped arrow at his
eldest son, the prince will be safe. The prince will not
be harmed.” So then, O young brahmins, king Okkaka’s
privy councellors addressed [him saying]: O king, shoot
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the razor-tipped arrow at your eldest son. The prince will
be safe. The prince will not be harmed. So king Okkaka
shot the razor-tipped arrow at his eldest son. The prince
was safe. The prince was not harmed. So then being
frightened, moved by fear, with hairs standing on end,
fearing the disfavor of the gods, king Okkaka gave his
daughter. Let not you young brahmins disgrace the brah-
min youth ambattha too much with the use of the words:
“The son of a female slave.” Mighty was Kanha, the seer.”
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