0.0.1 Grounds for the Power of Kind Treatment

0. Source: Savatthi.

1. There are, O bhikkhus, these four powers. Which
four? The power of wisdom, the power of energy, the
power of blamelessness, the power of kind treatment.
And what, O bhikkhus, is the power of wisdom? One has
clearly seen and penetrated with wisdom those dhammas
which are unwholesome and reckoned as unwholesome,
those dhammas which are wholesome and reckoned as
wholesome, those dhammas which are blameworthy and
reckoned as blameworthy, those dhammas which are
blameless and reckoned as blameless, those dhammas
which are dark and reckoned as dark, those dhammas
which are bright and reckoned as bright, those dhammas
which are not to be practiced and reckoned as not to be
practiced, those dhammas which are to be practiced and
reckoned as to be practiced, those dhammas which are
unsuitable for the noble ones and reckoned as unsuitable
for the noble ones, those dhammas which are suitable
for the noble ones and reckoned as suitable for the noble
ones. This, O bhikkhus, is called the power of wisdom.

2. And what, O bhikkhus, is the power of energy? One
brings to bear desire, endeavors, initiates effort, asserts
the mind and strives for the abandoning of those dham-
mas which are unwholesome and reckoned as unwhole-
some, those dhammas which are blameworthy and reck-



oned as blameworthy, those dhammas which are dark
and reckoned as dark, those dhammas which are not to
be practiced and reckoned as not to be practiced, those
dhammas which are unsuitable for the noble ones and
reckoned as unsuitable for the noble ones. One brings
to bear desire, endeavors, initiates effort, asserts the
mind and strives for the acquisition of those dhammas
which are wholesome and reckoned as wholesome, those
dhammas which are blameless and reckoned as blame-
less, those dhammas which are bright and reckoned as
bright, those dhammas which are to be practiced and
reckoned as to be practiced, those dhammas which are
suitable for the noble ones and reckoned as suitable for
the noble ones. This, O bhikkhus, is called the power of
energy.

3. And what, O bhikkhus, is the power of blameless-
ness? Here, O bhikkhus, a noble disciple is endowed
with blameless bodily action, endowed with blameless
verbal action, endowed with blameless mental action.
This, O bhikkhus, is called the power of blamelessness.

4. “And what, O bhikkhus, is the power of kind treat-
ment? There are, O bhikkhus, these four grounds for
kind treatment. Giving, kind speech, beneficial conduct
and impartiality. Of [all] givings, O bhikkhus, this is
the highest, namely, giving of the Dhamma. Of [all]
kind speeches, O bhikkhus, this is the highest, namely,
teaching the Dhamma again and again to one who likes



to listen with attentive ears. Of [all] beneficial conducts,
O bhikkhus, this is the highest, namely, causing to attain,
causing to settle, establishing one who is faithless in the
attainment of faith; causing to attain, causing to settle,
establishing one who has wrong virtue in the attainment
of virtue; causing to attain, causing to settle, establish-
ing one who is miserly in the attainment of generosity;
causing to attain, causing to settle, establishing one of
wrong wisdom in the attainment of wisdom. Of [all]
impartiality, O bhikkhus, this is the highest, namely, the
equality of a sotapanna to a sotapanna; the equality of a
sakadagami to a sakadagami; the equality of an anagami
to an anagami; the equality of an arahant to an arahant.
This, O bhikkhus, is called, the power of kind treatment.
These, O bhikkhus are the four powers.”

5. “A noble disciple endowed with these four powers,
O bhikkhus, has transcended five fears. Which five? The
fear of livelihood, the fear of a bad reputation, the fear
of timidity in an assembly, the fear of death and the fear
of a bad destination. That noble disciple, O bhikkhus,
considers thus: I am not afraid of the fear of livelihood.
Why should I be afraid of the fear of livelihood? For me
there exists the four powers, the power of wisdom, the
power of energy, the power of blamelessness, the power
of kind treatment. One of wrong wisdom might be afraid
of the fear of livelihood. One who is lazy might be afraid
of the fear of livelihood. One of blameable bodily action,
verbal action and mental action might be afraid of the



fear of livelihood. One of unkind treatment might be
afraid of the fear of livelihood.

6. [ am not afraid of the fear of a bad reputation. Why
should I be afraid of the fear of a bad reputation? For me
there exists the four powers, the power of wisdom, the
power of energy, the power of blamelessness, the power
of kind treatment. One of wrong wisdom might be afraid
of the fear of a bad reputation. One who is lazy might be
afraid of the fear of a bad reputation. One of blameable
bodily action, verbal action and mental action might be
afraid of the fear of a bad reputation. One of unkind
treatment might be afraid of the fear of a bad reputation.

7. Tam not afraid of the fear of timidity in an assembly.
Why should I be afraid of the fear of timidity in an as-
sembly? For me there exists the four powers, the power
of wisdom, the power of energy, the power of blameless-
ness, the power of kind treatment. One of wrong wisdom
might be afraid of the fear of timidity in an assembly.
One who is lazy might be afraid of the fear of timidity
in an assembly. One of blameable bodily action, verbal
action and mental action might be afraid of the fear of
timidity in an assembly. One of unkind treatment might
be afraid of the fear of timidity in an assembly.

8. I am not afraid of the fear of death. Why should I
be afraid of the fear of death? For me there exists the
four powers, the power of wisdom, the power of energy,



the power of blamelessness, the power of kind treatment.
One of wrong wisdom might be afraid of the fear of
death. One who is lazy might be afraid of the fear of
death. One of blameable bodily action, verbal action and
mental action might be afraid of the fear of death. One
of unkind treatment might be afraid of the fear of death.

9. Iam not afraid of the fear of a bad destination. Why
should I be afraid of the fear of a bad destination? For
me there exists the four powers, the power of wisdom,
the power of energy, the power of blamelessness, the
power of kind treatment. One of wrong wisdom might
be afraid of the fear of a bad destination. One who is lazy
might be afraid of the fear of a bad destination. One of
blameable bodily action, verbal action and mental action
might be afraid of the fear of a bad destination. One of
unkind treatment might be afraid of the fear of a bad
destination.

10. A noble disciple endowed with these four powers,
O bhikkhus, has transcended these five fears.”



