0.0.1 Nandamata

1. Thus was heard by me. At one time, the venerable
Sariputta and the venerable Mahamoggallana were wan-
dering on tour with a large community of bhikkhus. Now
on that occasion the female lay disciple, Nandamata of
Velukantaka, having risen during the night before dawn,
chanted the Parayana.

2. At that time the great king Vessavana, was travelling
from northern region to the southern region on some
business. The great king, Vessavana heard the female
lay disciple, Nandamata chanting the Parayana. Having
heard, he stood waiting for the chanting to finish. Then
the female lay disciple, Nandamata having chanted the
Parayana, became silent.

3. So then the great king Vessavana having known that
the female disciple, Nandamata had finished, greatly
rejoiced saying: “Good sister, good sister.”

4. “But who is this dear?”

5. “I, O sister, am your brother, the great king Vessa-
vana.”

6. Good dear. Well now, may this dhamma discourse
chanted by me be my gift to you as my guest.



7. Very well sister, may this also be your gift to me
as your guest. Tomorrow the community of bhikkhus
headed by Sariputta and Moggallana will come to Velukan-
taka without having eaten their morning meal. Having
served that community of bhikkhus, dedicate the offering
to me. Thus, that will be your gift to me as your guest.

8. Then with the passing of the night, the female lay
disciple, Nandamata prepared excellent hard foods and
soft foods at her own house. Then the community of
bhikkhus headed by Sariputta and Moggallana, without
having eaten their morning meal, arrived at Velukantaka.

9. Sothen the female lay disciple, Nandamata addressed
a certain man: “Come you good man, having gone to
the monastery, announce to the community of bhikkhus:
“It is time Bhante, the meal is ready at the house of the
noble lady, Nandamata.””

10. Then in the morning, the community of bhikkhus
headed by Sariputta and Moggallana, having dressed,
having taken bowl and robe, went to the female lay dis-
ciple, Nandamata’s house. Upon arrival, they sat down
on a prepared seat.

11. So then the female lay disciple, Nandamata, with
her own hands, served and satisfied the community of
bhikkhus headed by Sariputta and Moggallana with excel-
lent hard foods and soft foods. Then, when the venerable



Sariputta had eaten and removed his hand from the bowl,
the female lay disciple, Nandamata, having taken a cer-
tain lower seat, sat down to one side. Having sat down to
one side, the venerable Sariputta said this to the female
lay disciple, Nandamata.

12. “But who, O Nandamata, announced to you of the
community of bhikkhus arrival?”

13. Here I, O Bhante, having arisen during the night
before dawn, chanted the Parayana. Then, O Bhante, the
great king Vessavana having known that I had finished,
greatly rejoiced saying: “Good sister, good sister.”

14. “But who is this dear?”

15. “IL, O sister, am your brother, the great king Vessa-
vana.”

16. Good dear. Well now, may this dhamma discourse
chanted by me be my gift to you as my guest.

17. Very well sister, may this also be your gift to me
as your guest. Tomorrow the community of bhikkhus
headed by Sariputta and Moggallana will come to Velukan-
taka without having eaten their morning meal. Having
served that community of bhikkhus, dedicate the offering
to me. Thus, that will be your gift to me as your guest.



18. That is to say, O Bhante, “May the merits of this
offering indeed be for the happiness of that great king
Vessavana.”

19. “Itis marvellous, O Nandamata, it is unprecedented,
O Nandamata, in as much as you converse face to face
with the great king by the name of Vessavana, the son of
the devas who is so powerful, of such great influence.”

20. That is not, O Bhante, the only marvellous and
unprecedented quality of mine. There are for me also
other marvellous and unprecedented qualities.

21. Here, O Bhante, my only son named Nanda, dearly
and beloved, the king having seized him on some pretext
or another, dragged him away and killed him. Yet I,
O Bhante, do not recall an alteration of mind when the
young boy was seized or while being seized; when he was
bounded or while being bounded; when he was slained
or while being slain.

22, “Itis marvellous, O Nandamata, it is unprecedented,
O Nandamata, in as much as you purify even the arousal
of mental states.”

23. That is not, O Bhante, the only marvellous and
unprecedented quality of mine. There are for me also
other marvellous and unprecedented qualities.



24. Here, O Bhante, when my husband passed away,
he arose in a certain womb of a yakkha. He revealed
himself to me with just his former self-begotten. Yet I, O
Bhante, do not recall an alteration of mind on account
of that.

25. “Itis marvellous, O Nandamata, it is unprecedented,
O Nandamata, in as much as you purify even the arousal
of mental states.”

26. That is not, O Bhante, the only marvellous and
unprecedented quality of mine. There are for me also
other marvellous and unprecedented qualities.

27. “From the time, O Bhante, that I was brought to
my young husband as a young girl, I do not recall trans-
gressing against my husband even in thought, let alone
in body.”

28. “Itis marvellous, O Nandamata, it is unprecedented,
O Nandamata, in as much as you purify even the arousal
of mental states.”

26. That is not, O Bhante, the only marvellous and
unprecedented quality of mine. There are for me also
other marvellous and unprecedented qualities.



30. “Since I, O Bhante, declared myself a female lay dis-
ciple, I do not recall purposely transgressing any training
rules.”

31. It is marvellous, O Nandamata, it is unprecedented,
O Nandamata.”

32. That is not, O Bhante, the only marvellous and
unprecedented quality of mine. There are for me also
other marvellous and unprecedented qualities.

33. Here O Bhante, to whatever extent I wish, quite
secluded from sense-desires, secluded from unwholesome
dhammas, I enter upon and abide in the happiness and
pleasure born of seclusion, connected with thinking and
pondering, the first jhana. From the subsiding of thinking
and pondering, with the internal tranquilization and
unification of mind, without thinking and pondering, I
enter upon and abide in the happiness and pleasure born
of samadhi, the second jhana. With the fading away of
happiness, I, dwelling mindful and contemplative, look
on with equanimity as I experience pleasure in the body,
of which the Noble Ones say: “The equanimous dweller
in pleasure is the mindful one,” I enter upon and abide
in the third jhana. From the abandoning of [physical]
pleasure and pain, from the extinction of former mental
pleasure and mental pain, I enter upon and abide in the
utter purity of mindfulness and equanimity, without pain,
without pleasure, the fourth jhana.



34. It is marvellous, O Nandamata, it is unprecedented,
O Nandamata.”

35. That is not, O Bhante, the only marvellous and
unprecedented quality of mine. There are for me also
other marvellous and unprecedented qualities.

36. Of these five lower fetters declared by the Auspi-
cious One, O Bhante, I do not see any of them that are
not abandoned in myself.

37. It is marvellous, O Nandamata, it is unprecedented,
O Nandamata.”

38. Then the venerable Sariputta having further in-
structed, aroused, energized and gladdened the female
lay disciple, Nandamata with talk on the Dhamma, hav-
ing risen up from his seat, he departed.
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